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INTRODUCTION

Chapter I covers the years 1954-1965. It is republished here as written
and published in the Proceedings of the Tenth Annual Convention of the
American Association of Equine Practitioners, December, 1964. In it,
history is recorded year by year.

Chapter II covers the years 1965-1979. In this chapter history is recorded
by subject rather than by year. Section I deals with Association organiza-
tion and administration. Section II covers organizations and activities in the
equine industry related to AAEP. Section III deals with equine diseases of
national significance which AAEP played a role in controlling during the
period. Section IV contains the Constitution and By-Laws and Association
Statement of Ethics as of 1979. Section V is the history of the development
of equine veterinary medicine in the United States and is published here
because of the very significant role the American Association of Equine
Practitioners played in that development.
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Chapter I

THE FIRST TEN YEARS (1954-1965)

Introduction

This is a history, unique in that is is being written while the history itself
is still in the making. In fact, this first ten-year life-span report is the first in
a series of chapters in a long history of the American Association of Equine
Practitioners.

It dates from the first preliminary meeting in 1954 through the tenth
regular annual meeting in 1964. We have attempted to report all deeds done
and accomplishments achieved as well as those unfinished at this writing.

We have named people and attempted to give due credit to those men
who served as officers of the organization while in the making. In truth, all
credit must go the total membership because the officers were only the
symbol and reflected the thinking and determination of that group.

This history is based on facts recorded in official publications of AAEP,
in the Official Minutes of all meetings and in a volume of official
correspondence. Fortunately, all secretaries and presidents maintained
good official records and passed them on to their successors so it has not
been necessary to substitute fading memories for recorded fact in compiling
this history.

WHY AN AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
OF EQUINE PRACTITIONERS?

Why was the American Association of Equine Practitioners born? This
is a good question and one that should not be forgotten. Equine medicine
was beset with many problems in 1955. The plight of veterinary practice at
race tracks was only one of them. However, it was the major problem not
only for equine medicine but for the entire veterinary profession in the
United States and Canada because it was adversely affecting the public
relations and public image of all veterinarians in both countries.

A few veterinarians practicing at race tracks were making front page
headlines—none of them good. In fact, shortly before the first regular
meeting of the American Association of Equine Practitioners in 1955, a Los
Angeles daily newspaper carried the rather startling headline ‘‘Cops Ride
With Vets”’—startling at least to veterinarians and certainly a blow to
veterinary prestige.

Two parties appear to be to blame for this sorry situation—the veter-
inary profession and the State Racing Commissioners—the former because
of neglect and the latter perhaps basically because of the system through
which they were selected.

The heart of this portion of the problem could not have been more
clearly stated than it was by Editor Alex Bower in the February 20, 1965
issue of THE BLOOD-HORSE in commenting on the responsibilities and
conduct of a racing commissioner.
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““We are ruefully aware that racing commission appointments usually
are based on politics instead of merit, and that many commissioners know
little about racing. So we knock on wood and hope that even though many
commissioners do not help racing they will not do anything to harm it.”’

Nevertheless, it has been obvious over the years that most commission-
ers have tried hard to well serve the best interests of the public in racing.
However, many of them at the time they took office knew little of the
problems especially those problems pertaining to veterinary practice and the
regulatory aspects of medication. Consequently, their capability in this area
was of necessity limited.

This should be construed as a statement of fact and not as criticism of
individual commissioners. On the contrary they should be commended for
being sufficiently public spirited to accept appointed office and give of their
time and energies in the interest of regulating and safeguarding the interest
of the public in the great American sport of horse racing.

Commissioners were not alone in not understanding the problems
involved in medication. The same could be said of many racing officials,
including the Official Racing Chemists and it was particularly true of the
veterinary profession which as a group had essentially ignored the problem
and its professional responsibilities in the world of horse racing.

This lack of interest in race track problems on the part of organized
veterinary medicine (until 1955) created a vacuum in professional knowl-
edge for the commissioners—a vacuum that had to be filled because the
commissioners themselves were not so trained and of necessity had to seek
professional advice for guidance. Some turned to local veterinarians but
there were very few veterinarians interested or oriented in the problem and
none of them organized or situated to productively study it.

Into this vacuum as advisors moved the Association of Official Racing
Chemists, in fact they were thrust into this position by the National Associ-
ation of State Racing Commissioners in their quest for professional
guidance. This was a natural move because the chemists had long been
closely associated with commissions. They were also associated with
medication problems because of their work and role in developing and
implementing a program of laboratory testing of saliva and urine samples to
detect narcotics, stimulants and depressants—a program that has been
amazingly effective in regulating this aspect of racing. AORC is to be com-
mended not only for this program but also for its attempts and assistance in
filling the vacuum in professional knowledge mentioned above.

Unfortunately, out of this foggy atmosphere evolved a philosophy on
medication which seemed to say that if a horse requires medication he
should not be racing. Some States attempted to write and implement rules in
line with this philosophy—one that was both impractical and impossible,
not only in horse racing but also in football, baseball and in fact all sports.

Perhaps the source of the real problem was the fact that no one (other
than a few veterinarians) understood the difference or differentiated
between honest, ethical, conscientious medication and treatment of a lame
or ailing horse and the deliberate, dishonest use of narcotics, stimulants or
depressants to ‘‘dope’’ a horse in a race. In fact, all medication, even
vitamins, were commonly referred to as ‘‘dope’’ for many years.

Consequently, one of the first tasks confronting AAEP was that of
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educating all those in the regulatory end of horse racing, many members of
the Press and the racing public in general, that there was such a thing as
honest, ethical medication and that it had a place in racing—further, that it
was totally unrelated to ‘‘doping,’’ ‘‘race fixing’’ or dishonest racing which
all agreed could not be tolerated.

Through all this, one disconcerting factor had been the frequent changes
in State Racing Commissioners—through no fault of their own, but rather
because of an inherent weakness in the great American political system
through which they were selected and appointed. The fact is that very few
Commissioners, active in 1955 when AAEP first appeared in the racing
community, were still active on its 10th anniversary. Most are gone—many
of them conscientious men who studied hard and worked hard to under-
stand the problems and perhaps would have eventually solved many of them
had they been alowed to remain longer in office. This is in striking contrast
to what happened in AAEP. The same men who recognized the problem in
1954 are still involved and still working on it. All of them now serve on
AAEP’s Executive Board or its Equine Practice Committee. This continuity
of attention and constant study has been telling as the following chapters
will unfold.

Into this vacuum and turmoil, the American Association of Equine
Practitioners was born of necessity to place equine medicine in proper
perspective and to keep veterinary medicine in its rightful place in the sun.

There was a sound and logical reason for the existence of this vacuum in
equine medicine. The explanation lies in the manner in which veterinary
medicine was developed in American and the effect of horse economy on
that development.

It is a historical fact that veterinary medicine in America was originally
based primarily on equine medicine, in fact, was essentially equine medicine
until World War I. This was not true of the European countries where food
animals had long been important and had economic value as such.
Veterinary medicine in Europe was based on all species of animals including
pets.

In contrast, America was built on horse power. The horse was all
important and its health and maintenance required medical attention for
which owners were willing to pay. On the other hand, food animals in this
country—long a land of plenty—were of little individual economic
importance and received comparatively less medical attention until the era
of World War 1.

At that time there were approximately 262 million horses and mules in
the United States and 20,000 veterinarians. The horse population declined
to an estimated 3,300,000 in 1959, according to the United States Census
Bureau. However, this figure included farm horses only, and omitted many
pleasure horses in the companion animal class, so may not have been a
realistic count.

With this drastic slump in the horse industry there was little demand for,
or interest in, equine practice. Many veterinary schools closed. Shortly after
World War I, there were as few as ten in the country and there were fewer
new graduates in a ten-year-span then, than in one year now.

Seemingly everyone, including the veterinary profession, believed the
horse to be headed for extinction and many felt that veterinary medicine
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was a dying profession. Young veterinarians did not enter equine practice
and as the old-timers disappeared a vacuum in professional services was
created in the horse industry. This vacuum, particularly at the race tracks,
was a fertile spawning ground for quacks, drug-peddlers, owner-trainer
treatment of their horses and a world of misinformation and misconcep-
tions.

World War 11 changed, in fact started, an exact reversal of the old trend.
The era of prosperity that followed, resulted in the development of many
so-called pleasure industries, including the pet or companion animal
industry. This included the equine industry because the horse was rapidly
emerging in the role of a companion and pleasure animal.

The equine sports field was drawing bigger attendance than any other
single sport. It was estimated that equine sports drew more spectators
during a year than did baseball and football combined. There was an almost
explosive expansion in 4-H Club Horse Projects and in other youth
activities and organizations as the nation’s young folks began to take over
the horse as a companion animal.

However, during the long years of inattention and neglect of the horse
on the part of the public, veterinary colleges and veterinarians had directed
their energies towards the support of food-producing animals, public
health, pet animals, research and other areas demanded by the public. The
veterinary profession, like other professions, fitted itself to do what the
public demanded and was willing to pay for. This had not included equine
practice for nearly forty years.

So, if the veterinary profession had neglected the horse, so had the
public. That the profession was not ready to cope with this amazing
expansion in the horse industry is understandable because it had long been
busily engaged in other areas of endeavor which public demand had
established as of far greater importance.

So existed the vacuum and the unfortunate circumstances under which
AAEP was born. Who was to blame? In reality, no one. This was normal,
unavoidable evolution. This was progress and it is difficult to blame
progress.

1954—FIRST MEETING

Historic record of an historic meeting—such are the Minutes of an
informal gathering of eleven men held 4-5 December, 1954 in the Brown
Hotel, Louisville, Kentucky.

Unquestionably, it was the most historically significant meeting of the
century insofar as the welfare of the horse and the future of the equine
industry were concerned. The record shows:

““The first meeting of an association to be henceforth known as ‘The
American Veterinary Association of Equine Practitioners’ was held this
date (December 4-5, 1954) at the Brown Hotel, Louisville, Kentucky.

“Dr. M. L. Scott of Akron, Ohio presided as temporary chairman. A
total of 11 veterinarians were in attendance (list appended).

““It was decided that until such a time as a Constitution is adopted, pro-
tem officers should be elected. Dr. M. L. Scott was then elected President
pro-tem, and Dr. Joseph A. Solomon, Cleveland, Ohio was elected
Secretary pro-tem.

—4—



A proposed Constitution and By-Laws was submitted to the member-
ship for consideration. Following discussion, the document was approved
prospectively, as follows:

““It was further voted that the proposed Constitution and By-Laws be
submitted to the legal staff of the American Veterinary Medical Association
for its advice, with a view towards eventual incorporation within that
greater body. It was then voted that a prospective membership list be
assembled, and a copy of the proposed Constitution, together with the
Minutes of the first meeting be sent to each veterinarian named hereon.

‘‘Dates for the next meeting were discussed, and tentatively set for either
the second or third Sunday in March 1955, in Louisville.

‘A resolution was passed unanimously, citing Dr. Scott for his selfless,
untiring efforts in forming this Association.

““The meeting was then adjourned.

““A short, informal session was held December 5, at which time expenses
involved in these initial, formative stages were discussed. It was decided that
the membership present at the meetings of Dec. 4-5 would pay pro-rated
shares in the costs. It was further decided that the annual dues fee be
considered at a later date.

““Dr. Joseph A. Solomon
(signed)
Secretary pro-tem.
Approved:
Dr. M. L. Scott, President pro-tem (signed).
““In attendance, meeting December 4-5, Brown Hotel, Louisville, Ky.:

Dr. George N. Bennett ....................... Royal Oak, Mich.
Dr. Robert W.Copelan....................... New Orleans, La.
Dr. Frank J. Douglas, Jr. ..................... New Orleans, La.
Dr. ThomasE. Dunkin................ .. . .. ..., Chicago, Il1.
Dr.Willard F.Guard..................ccoou... Columbus, Ohio
Dr. AlexHarthill . . .......... ... i, Louisville, Ky.
Dr.H.P.James.......coviiiiiniiniinnnnnn. Eldorado, Mich.
Dr. M. L. SCOtt e e vee ittt ettt Akron, Ohio
Dr.Jos.A.Solomon ..........cccvuiiiiiinanan.. Cleveland, Ohio
Dr.E.E.Watson......oviiininnnennnnnns Louisville, Ky.
Dr. Jordan Woodcock. . . ........ oo, Port Chester, N.Y.”’

Of the eleven men present at the meeting, six—Copelan, Dunkin,
Guard, Scott, Solomon and Woodcock—continued on to become regular
members.

SECOND MEETING

The second meeting of the group was on 19-20 March 1955, also at the
Brown Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky. The first order of business was the
adoption of the Constitution and By-Laws which had been drafted at the
first meeting and subsequently reviewed and revised by a special committee
and Dr. John Hardenbergh, then Executive Secretary of the American
Veterinary Medical Association.

Dr. M. L. Scott was formally elected President and Dr. Joseph A.
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Solomon, Secretary-Treasurer to serve out the year 1955. Dr. Willard F.
Guard was named President-elect and Dr. Thomas E. Dunkin, Secretary-
Treasurer-elect.

A roster of veterinarians interested in becoming Charter Members of the
Association was considered but final approval was held in abeyance
pending a report by the Ethics (membership screening) Committee to be
made at the next business meeting.

Dr. Scott as President, appointed the following committees during the
meeting:

Executive Committee: E. L. Cole, Jordan Woodcock, N. E. Southard,
A. H. Davidson, P. J. Meginnis, John T. Morris and J. B. Chassels.

Committee on Ethics: William O. Reed, L. J. Cook and P. J. Meginnis.
Audit Committee: R. W. Copelan and L. A. Brengle.

Public Relations Committee: Frank H. George, J. B. Chassels and Lyle
A. Hartrick.

Committee on Fees: F. W. Thomas, W. E. Lickfeldt and Frank Butzow.
Committee on Incorporation: Thomas E. Dunkin.

Committee on Regulatory Procedures and Research: Willard F. Guard,
Edwin A. Churchill, William H. Wright and H. K. Bailey.

Not all of the appointees were at the meeting and not all became active
in the Association, however most of them did and were among the builders
of the organization.

Attendance at the meeting, March 19-20, 1955:

Dr.H.K.Bailey ............................ Wilmington, Ohio
Dr.L.A.Brengle........................... South Lyon, Mich.
Dr.R.F.BUtzow ..o Urbana, 111.
Dr. Edwin A. Churchill . ....................... Centreville, Md.
Dr. ThomasE.Dunkin............couuuunuuno. .. Chicago, Ill.
Dr.Frank H.George . .................oooun. .. Plain City, Ohio
Dr.WillardF.Guard.......................... Columbus, Ohio
Dr. AlexHarthill .. ......... ... .. ... ... Louisville, Ky.
Dr.L.A.Hartrick............ ... .. ... Royal Oak, Mich.
Dr.EdwardKennedy ......................... Miamiville, Ohio
Dr.EdwardLang.............covviiinunnnnn.. Louisville, Ky.
Dr. W.E. Lickfeldt........................... Plymouth, Mich.
Dr.P.J.Meginnis. .. ...t Roselle, I11.
Dr. WilliamO.Reed ................. Elmont, Long Island, N.Y.
Dr.M.L.Scott .. ooii e Akron, Ohio
Dr. Joseph A.Solomon . ................. .. ... Cleveland, Ohio
Dr.E.W.Thomas ..............ccoiiiinn... Lexington, Ky.
Dr.E.E.Watson........coviiiiiinnnnn... Louisville, Ky.

Of the 18 men attending this historic meeting, 14 were still active
members ten years later: Bailey, Butzow, Churchill, Dunkin, Guard,
Hartrick, Kennedy, Lang, Lickfeldt, Meginnis, Reed, Scott, Solomon and
Thomas.



1955 President—Dr. Marion L. Scott (Ohio 1919). Founder and Charter Member, Distinguish-
ed Life Member, First President and five times Executive Secretary. A career equine
practitioner, both racetrack and breeding farm in the Ohio area. A man who early recognized
the problems besetting equine practice and who visualized and dedicated his full energy to
AAEP as the answer. One of the few oldtimers who never lost faith in the future of equine
practice.
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1955—FIRST YEAR

The third business meeting and first professional meeting of the Associ-
ation was held on December 16-17, 1955 at the LaSalle Hotel and Rolling
Acres Equine Hospital, Chicago, Illinois.

The entire first morning and a portion of the closing afternoon was
devoted primarily to analyzing the many problems confronting the practice
of veterinary medicine in the racing industry and laying plans to cope with
some of them. This too was a historic meeting because it set the pattern and
put machinery in motion whereby the Association received national
recognition and promptly moved into its rightful position among the group
of organizations that constitute and support the horse racing and equine
industry in the United States and Canada.

It is significant to note that the then President of the American
Veterinary Medical Association, Dr. Floyd Cross, addressed the meeting,
recognized the problems confronting the profession in equine practice and
commended the new Association for its initiative in rising to meet the
challenge.

Other key AVMA officers attending the meeting and entering into the
discussions were AVMA President-elect, Brigadier General Wayne O.
Kester; AVMA Executive Secretary, Dr. John G. Hardenbergh; Chairman
of the Executive Board, Dr. Joe M. Arburua; AVMA Board Members, Dr.
W. G. Brock and Dr. Frank B. Young and AVMA Journal Editor, Dr. W.
A. Aitken. Thus a complete understanding and close liaison was
permanently established between the two organizations.

It was at this meeting that the true plight of equine medicine in general
and the critical problem of relationship between the veterinary profession
and the racing industry was first recognized by more than the handful of
Doctors of Veterinary Medicine who were attempting to honorably fulfill
the obligation of the profession at the tracks.

Obviously, the adverse publicity on the profession being generated from
race tracks was a severe blow to the AVMA'’s expanding public relations
program. It was obvious also to those present that this was a problem that
really confronted the entire profession and one that the entire profession
should join in solving. However, to expect the profession as a whole to
understand the situation and react was totally unrealistic. It remained for
AAEP alone to shoulder the total responsibility and burden.

The newly adopted Constitution and By-Laws was re-examined by all
present with particular attention to the objectives which were published
then and still remain as follows:

““The objectives of this Association shall be to elevate the
standards of practice in this branch of the veterinary profession; to
further research and knowledge of equine diseases with the purpose
of improving the quality of practice; to enlighten various agencies on
the need for better methods in horse racing and to assist in formulat-
ing them, especially as they pertain to the profession; to improve the
relationships of the veterinary profession with racing commissions,
racing associations, and horsemen; to promote good fellowship
among members of the Association.”’

The following excerpt from the Minutes of the meeting further indicates
how the Association intended that these objects be implemented:
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‘‘At the closing business session, Dr. Thomas E. Dunkin present-
ed the Association’s five point program, prepared and edited by
General Wayne O. Kester, Dr. W. F. Guard, Dr. M. L. Scott, Dr. J.
A. Solomon and Dr. T. E. Dunkin. The program was as follows:

‘1. We reaffirm the objectives of the American Association of
Equine Practitioners as set forth in the Constitution and By-Laws.

‘2. We authorize the officers to proceed with the compilation of
proposed so-called model regulations governing the relationship be-
tween veterinarians and racing commissions with respect to the
practice of veterinary medicine.

‘3. We approve a continuing educational program for practition-
ers of equine medicine and surgery. Said program to be in the nature
of planned short courses, professional meetings, the circulation of
technical and scientific literature, journals, and the use of other
training aids and methods approved by the American Veterinary
Medical Association.

‘4. We approve the development of a program designed for the
training of young graduates entering the field of equine practice.
This program to include provisions for internship, residencies and
graduate school training toward an advanced degree with some
phase of the specialized field of equine veterinary medicine and
surgery as a major.

‘S. We approve the development of a program for the sponsor-
ship of additional research on problems pertaining to equine
medicine and surgery.

‘This five point program was accepted and approved by a
unanimous vote.”’

The foregoing was published in many equine and veterinary magazines.
Consequently there was no doubt in the mind of anyone as to the purpose of
the organization and the direction it was taking.

As a first step, President Guard appointed a committee headed by Dr.
Jack K. Robbins along with Dr. L. J. Cook and Dr. N. C. Roberts to study
the rules of racing in various states, particularly in California and New
York, and to report findings and recommendations at the next annual
meeting. Thus began a long study which culminated five years later in
AAEP unanimously approving and publishing recommended rules of
racing with respect to medication.

These recommended rules were again unanimously reaffirmed three
years later and a standing committee, ‘“The Equine Practice Committee,’’
under the chairmanship of Dr. Jack Robbins was established to push
adoption of these rules and to serve as a coordinating arm within AAEP.

Dr. M. L. Scott, as president, chaired the meeting and reported many
findings and impressions gained through extensive travel and many
conferences with other equine practitioners during the preceding months
and years, all of which pointed up the great need for organized veterinary
medicine to recognize its problems and prepare to deal with the racing
industry. That the situation was critical and the need for action urgent, was
unquestioned.

Dr. Willard F. Guard was elected President and Dr. Thomas E. Dunkin,
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Secretary-Treasurer for 1956. Dr. Horace N. Davis was named President-
elect and Dr. Joseph A. Solomon, Secretary-Treasurer-elect.

Dr. Tom Dunkin reported that incorporation papers had been finalized
and that the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF EQUINE
PRACTITIONERS WAS now duly chartered as a not-for-profit corpora-
tion in the State of Illinois. Listed as incorporating members were Drs.
Dunkin, Scott and Solomon with Dr. Dunkin as resident representative, an
office he has continued and still holds.

Dr. Willard Guard, as incoming president, reported on his attendance at
the annual meeting of the National Association of State Racing Commis-
sioners recently held in Baltimore. His attendance at that meeting represent-
ing the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF EQUINE PRACTITIONERS
was in itself an historic event because it was the first time anyone
representing organized veterinary medicine had ever met with this all-
powerful racing regulatory body.

His presence at the Baltimore meeting established a precedent and from
that time on, AAEP presidents have been invited and have attended all
NASRC annual meetings thus establishing and maintaining firm liaison
between the two organizations.

Another constructive step discussed at this First Annual Meeting of
AAEP was a survey of racing commissions made by Dr. Guard. The survey
was in the form of a questionnaire mailed to each racing commission in an
effort to learn how well State Racing Commissions understood and used the
veterinary profession in carrying out their racing regulatory responsibilities.

The survey promptly accomplished two things. First, it made each
Racing Commission in the United States and Canada aware of the fact that
AAEP had been born, did represent organized veterinary medicine and was
seriously concerned with veterinary affairs and veterinarians involved in the
racing industry.

Second, although only 18 Commissions responded, considerable
enlightening information was gained, some of which was a bit surprising.
The 18 reporting Commissions employed a total of 72 veterinarians.
Surprisingly, three commissions reported that they employed none. All
reported using at least one veterinarian at each operating track. Only the
Canadian, Maryland, New York, New Jersey and Puerto Rico Commis-
sions were using two veterinarians at any one track.

Two States allowed Commission Veterinarians to also practice at the
tracks where they served in a regulatory capacity thus placing the
veterinarian in a direct conflict of interest and compromising position (a
situation which AAEP opposed and which was subsequently corrected). All
but two Commissions indicated that they also had jurisdiction over
veterinarians employed as official track veterinarians by track owners and
operators. In addition, all had the power to license and determine who
would or would not practice veterinary medicine on horses in the race track
area.

Surprisingly, only six Commissions believed there was a shortage of
properly trained veterinarians to fill the three required categories—(1)
equine practitioners taking care of race horses at tracks, (2) official track
veterinarian employed by the track operators and (3) State or Commission
Veterinarians employed by State Racing Commissions for regulatory work.
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This observation or estimate is all the more amazing in view of the fact that
the number of veterinarians engaged in these areas quadrupled within ten
years.

One enlightening fact was the salary scale for Commission Veterinar-
ians. Only one was receiving $100.00 per day, two received $75.00 per day
while the remaining 23 reported on, were being paid from $20.00 to $50.00
per day with an average of $38.00. Little wonder that qualified equine
practitioners were little interested in engaging in Commission regulatory
work.

The survey and other information available at the time seemed to rather
clearly indicate that (1) State Racing Commissions as regulatory bodies had
the authority to completely control and regulate veterinary medicine as
practiced at race tracks. (2) Racing Commissioners in general had little
concept of the capability, value and role of veterinary medicine in racing.
(3) Funds available for compensation were not adequate to attract
competent and dedicated men to serve as Commission Veterinarians and
professional advisors to the Commissioners. (4) A vast educational job lay
ahead for AAEP not only in the racing community but within the veterinary
profession itself.

This first AAEP Annual professional program organized by Dr. Guard
proved to be a pace-setter also. The scientific program was as follows:

““‘Radiation Therapy Facts and Fantasy’’ by Colonel John R. Rust,
University of Chicago; ‘‘Uses, Limitations and Dangers of Ultrasonic
Therapy’’ by Dr. J. F. Herrick, Ph.D., Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota;
“Removal of Fractured Fragments of Proximal Sesamoid Bones’’ by Dr.
Edwin A. Churchill (for which Dr. Churchill was later to receive the AVMA
Practitioner Research Award); ‘“Common Diseases of Newborn Foals’’ by
Dr. Horace N. Davis; ‘““Treatment of Equine Digestive Disturbances’’ by
Dr. Neal D. Lusk; ‘“Equine Respiratory Diseases’’ by Dr. Thomas E.
Dunkin; ‘“‘Equine Regional Anatomy, Local Anesthesia and Nerve Blocks”’
by Dr. Robert Getty, lowa State University; ‘‘Nasal Irrigation and the
Treatment of Sinusitis in the Equine’’ by Dr. P. J. Meginnis. In addition
there were several round table discussions on equine medicine and surgery.

A total of 74 veterinarians attended this first annual meeting—47 of
whom had paid the then annual dues of $15.00 for the year 1955. Eight
more joined during the meeting, making a total paid-up active membership
of 55 at the end of the first year for AAEP.

1956—SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION

The Second Annual Meeting was held at the LaSalle Hotel in Chicago,
December 17-18, 1956 with 78 members and 20 guests in attendance. Dr.
Horace Davis was named President, Dr. Edward Churchill, President-elect,
Dr. Joe Solomon, Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. Tom Dunkin, Secretary-
Treasurer-elect and Dr. M. L. Scott volunteered and was employed as
Executive Secretary at an unspecified salary since the treasury coffers were
empty.

The entire cash reserve of the Association had been expended on
producing a top-notch professional program for the membership meeting.
Presentation of a top quality educational program was in line with the
organization’s objective of improving professional proficiency. It promptly
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1956 President—Dr. Willard F. Guard (Ohio 1912). Founder and Charter Member and second
President. Career teacher and professor of veterinary medicine and specialist in equine surgery
and medicine at The Ohio State University. In its formative years, often referred to as ‘‘the
conscience of AAEP.”” A tireless worker for the organization and another oldtimer who never

lost faith in the future of equine practice.



became the trademark of the Association and was a prime reason for its
rapid growth.

Several other patterns evolved at this meeting, not specifically as policies
but later became such and characterized the Association as being somewhat
unusual in its approach and actions.

One departure from custom—there were no commercial exhibits or
exhibitors present. Veterinarians with pharmaceutical supply houses and
other areas of industry who had any interest in equine medicine or
supporting it were welcome and did participate as active members of the
Association but never as exhibitors or salesmen.

There were no hospitality rooms or entertainment other than the
opening-night banquet. There was no program planned for the ladies and
there has been no interest in an auxiliary. In fact, few ladies except lady
practitioners had ever attended meetings because there was not time for
recreation or entertainment. All programs were entirely professional, long,
full and taxing. Everyone attended all sessions. Private conferences and
loafing in the hallways were never seen. Even the evening banquet took on
an educational aspect with the President of the American Veterinary
Medical Association becoming the traditional banquet speaker with the
mission of discussing current problems confronting veterinary medicine.

In meeting management, the President handled all business and
administrative meetings and the President-elect as Program Chairman was
solely responsible for organizing and presenting the professional program.
Interestingly, all but one of the first ten Program Chairmen were active
clinical practitioners—that they found the time and resources to put on such
high level educational programs is quite amazing.

It was decided at the 1956 meeting that an annual Proceedings Book
would be published. This responsibility was also assigned to the president-
elect as part of the Program Chairman’s job. Papers presented at the 1955
meeting had been published in the June 15, 1956, Journal of the American
Veterinary Medical Association.

Proceedings Books were to be distributed free to all AAEP members
and all veterinary college libraries. These books promptly became in great
demand. Unbelievable as it may seem, essentially nothing dealing with
equine practice had been published in more than thirty years.

Another far-reaching action taken at this meeting had to do with what
was then called ‘‘Equine Encephalomyelitis.”’” The public in general,
including most Public Health officials, had long assumed that this was a
disease of horses transmissible to man. AAEP was aware that this
erroneous incrimination of the horse could be very costly to horsemen and
to equine sport. In an effort to set the record straight and do a service to the
horse industry, two efforts were set in motion.

One was an educational program to inform the public of the true nature
of the disease and to remove the horse from suspicion in the public eye.
Many short articles and releases on the problem were written and widely
published in newspapers, horse, veterinary and other journals. The first
such article written is reproduced below:

‘““HORSE’S ROLE IN HUMAN ENCEPHALITIDES MINIMIZED
““The finger of suspicion so often pointed at the horse in connec-
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tion with sleeping sickness in man is no longer justifiable. In fact, in-
vestigators now seriously doubt that the horse can be a source of
equine encephalomyelitis infection (sleeping sickness) in man.

‘““Data obtained in recent years strongly supports this view.
Horses sick with the disease carry the virus for only a short while and
then in very low titers. In other words, it appears that the virus is so
dilute or weak in the horse’s blood that mosquitoes cannot transmit
a sufficient amount from one horse to another or from horse to man
to be dangerous or infectious under clinical field conditions.

““The real source of infective virus are birds and fowl, principal-
ly wild birds. Although these infected birds show no clinical symp-
toms of the disease, they carry the virus in a very high titer or
concentration in their blood. This makes it easy for the mosquito to
transmit the infection from bird to bird, bird to horse, or bird to
man.

““‘Studies show that the presence of susceptible horses in a com-
munity is much less important than the presence of a susceptible bird
population as a factor in forecasting or regulating epidemics. In
other words, the disease perpetuates and spreads through susceptible
wild birds. It is, in fact, an inapparent disease of birds. Horses and
man seem to be innocent bystanders that become involved only when
the infection reaches epizootic form in adjacent bird populations.

‘““Many horse owners in areas where the disease is prevalent make
a practice of having their horses vaccinated annually for equine
encephalomyelitis. This affords excellent protection for the horse.
However, it does not seem to be necessary in the interest of protect-
ing human health since the horse is not believed to be a source of
infection for man.

““‘Although absent from the North American continent, the type
known as Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis merits special atten-
tion by health officials. Studies indicate that this virus has the ability
to spread among horses by simple contact. This is a departure from
the generally accepted mode of spread of the Eastern and Western
type virus known in the United States. In addition, infected horses
carry a higher blood virus level which permits mosquito infection—
a very good reason for striving to keep this particular disease away
from our country.”’

The other move was an attempt to have the word ‘‘equine’’ officially
removed from the name. The name ‘‘viral encephalitis’® was suggested as
the official name because it more clearly describes the disease. This effort,
through the assistance of the American Veterinary Medical Association
eventually met with considerable success and the old misleading
terminology has been dropped in most professional circles.

The wisdom of these actions was borne out within two years when a
major outbreak of the disease in pheasants and other birds splashed over
into the horse and human populations creating much confusion and
hysteria. Twenty-one human and fifty-two equine deaths were reported in
New Jersey alone. Tourist trade was greatly curtailed and many resorts
along the Eastern seaboard where horses were stabled practically shut down
because prospective guests were afraid of contracting the disease from
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horses. People by the thousands stayed away from racetracks for the same
reason. New Jersey’s Garden State track in the center of the outbreak area
was hardest hit, so hard in fact that financial losses were of considerable
magnitude.

The significance of the disease was finally driven home to horsemen—
or at least to New Jersey racetrack operators who joined forces with AAEP
in an educational program. This resulted in a special symposium being
called at the University of Pennsylvania Veterinary College on January 9,
1960. The symposium was attended by some 350 distinguished persons,
many of them prominent doctors of medicine, Public Health officials,
research scientists as well as people prominent in the racing world.

The world’s top scientific authorities on this and related diseases were
quoted in national magazines and numerous newspapers as declaring that
both horse and man were accidental dead-end hosts for the virus and that
neither could serve as a source for contracting the disease. They also urged
that the word ‘‘equine’’ be dropped from the name.

The long-standing myth of the horse being a threat to the public health
was finally, publically and officially shot down.

Another milestone at this 2nd Annual Meeting was the decision to issue
a formal invitation to the president or other appropriate officer represent-
ing each of the several national organizations involved in the racing and
horse industry, to attend the next (1957) annual meeting of AAEP as
honored guests.

Another significant move was the forwarding of the AAEP membership
roster to the National Association of State Racing Commissioners along
with a request for a report on any veterinarian who might not be in good
standing with NASRC.

The following speakers and subjects appeared on the professional pro-
gram: ‘‘Fracture of the Fibulae’> by Dr. R. L. Lundvall of Iowa State
University; ‘‘Calcium Metabolism in Equidae’’ by Colonel B. F. Trum,
United States Army Veterinary Corps; ‘‘Principles of Parasite Control’’ by
Dr. A. C. Todd, University of Wisconsin; ‘‘Preventive Veterinary Medicine
and Practical Application of Alpha Tocopherol in Horses’’ by Dr. J. B.
Chassels; ‘‘Alpha Tocopherol in the General Field of Fertility and
Reproduction”” by Dr. Evan Shute; ‘‘Viral Rhinopneumonitis and Viral
Arteritis of Horses’> by Dr. E. R. Doll, University of Kentucky; ‘‘The
Application and Use of Radium in Lameness of the Horse’’ by Dr. Leroy E.
Johnson, Ohio State University; ‘‘Rectovaginal Fistula and other Equine
Surgery”’ by Dr. John D. Gadd. Also included were open discussion
forums.

The banquet speaker was Brigadier General Wayne O. Kester, Chief of
the U.S. Air Force Veterinary Services and President of the American
Veterinary Medical Association, who re-emphasized the mission and need
for AAEP within the overall framework of organized veterinary medicine
and the necessity for close work and coordination with the American
Veterinary Medical Association.

1957—THIRD YEAR

The Third Annual Meeting was held in Chicago at the LaSalle Hotel, 16-
17 December, 1957. On that program was Mr. Marshall Cassidy, the first of
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1957 President—Dr. Horace N. Davis (Ohio 1948). Third President and First Proceedings
Book Editor. Career equine practitioner, mostly Thoroughbred breeding farms in the
Kentucky area, also a Thoroughbred breeding farm manager. He held many significant posts
in the industry including that of President of the Kentucky Thoroughbred Breeders and
President of the Thoroughbred Breeders Association.
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a long list of distinguished men from the racing industry who were to meet
and join in discussions with AAEP at annual meetings. Mr. Cassidy at that
time was Vice-President and Director of Racing for the Greater New York
Association, also Executive Secretary of THE JOCKEY CLUB, posts he
held for many years. His presentation and the discussions which followed,
centered around the correlation of interests and problems common to
racetrack management, horsemen, official racing chemists and veterinary
practitioners.

The value of this exchange of views and ideas was immediately obvious.
Obvious also was the need for a forum or central ground where representa-
tives of all facets of racing could meet and discuss mutual problems
pertaining to medication rules and veterinary practice—a need which AAEP
promptly sought to fulfill by scheduling a lengthy panel on the next annual
meeting program for this specific purpose.

The following August (1958), a group of four members was invited to
represent the veterinary profession at THE JOCKEY CLUB Round Table
meeting in Saratoga, New York—a conference in which spokesmen for
every facet and interest of the Thoroughbred racing industry took part. The
group was composed of AAEP President Ed Churchill, Past-president
Horace Davis and Executive Board Members Jordan Woodcock and
William O. Reed—both of whom were to later serve as AAEP presidents.
This veterinary representation at the Round Table proved to be productive
and AAEP presidents and officers have traditionally been invited and have
attended since that time.

Another departure from custom made at the Third Annual Meeting was
the move to open all business and professional meetings to the Press.
Editors of all interested horse and veterinarian magazines were invited to
attend and report meetings as they saw fit. As a precaution, selected AAEP
members were appointed to assist and advise reporters as to the scientific
correctness of their reporting, also propriety with respect to veterinary
ethics—a precaution which was never needed.

To facilitate the exchange of information, a Monday Press Luncheon
for key AAEP personnel and all members of the Press was planned and has
become a traditional entity in all annual meetings.

This open-door policy proved to be a wise one. Editors and writers
quickly came to understand AAEP, its problems and position. Some of
these writers were old hands in the racing industry and began to see and
publicly promote solutions to some veterinary practice problems long
before AAEP could crystallize them. The adage that an informed press is a
good press was never better illustrated. The massive public education load
confronting AAEP was vastly reduced and carried out by the many
informed reporters and writers who traditionally attend annual meetings.

Another constructive step under way at the time of the 1957 meeting was
the operation of a placement bureau. This was intended as a service for
undergraduate students desirous of ‘‘riding’’ with equine practitioners as
well as for graduates looking for locations, or practitioners seeking an
assistant. Coordination was handled largely by the Executive Secretary’s
office and at annual meetings. It was a service sorely needed and one that
attracted the attention of many young men to equine practice.

The highlight of the meeting was distribution of the first (1956) AAEP
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Proceedings Book. It had been personally edited by President Horace Davis
and published by The Thoroughbred Press of Lexington, Kentucky. Three
hundred copies were printed for a net cost of $445.00. It was the first in a
series that was to become internationally popular. Long since out of print, it
is now a collector’s item.

During the year (1957), Dr. Dan Anderson, an AAEP member and also
an AVMA Executive Board member, was appointed by AVMA President
Wayne O. Kester as Chairman of a special committee of the Board to study
and report on mutual problems of the American Veterinary Medical
Association and AAEP, related to the horse racing industry.

In his report to the AVMA Executive Board the following Spring, Dr.
Anderson indicated that professional relationships at the tracks were im-
proving markedly, chiefly due to greater individual attention and better
organized efforts among veterinarians connected with track work. His
report regarding AAEP efforts in this respect was most complimentary and
he voiced the opinion that AAEP could and would fully develop and handle
proper relationships with the racing industry for the entire veterinary
profession.

The AVMA Executive Board carefully considered Dr. Anderson’s
report and gave it a most favorable reception. Continued interest and
appropriate AVMA support was assured. Dr. Kester was added to the
AVMA special committee which was to be continued indefinitely. In the
following years, Dr. Anderson served terms as Executive Board Chairman,
President-Elect and President of the American Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion. At the same time he was appointed Delegate-at-Large serving on the
AAEP Executive Board thus assuring continued close liaison and a
complete understanding between the two organizations.

The third professional program, in addition to the two featured
speakers, AVMA President Dr. W. W. Armistead and Mr. Marshall
Cassidy of the Jockey Club, had an array of talent speaking on clinical
problems typical of the times.

Dr. David K. Detweiler gave a presentation on examination of the
equine heart that created a new wave of interest among clinicians in
recognizing and evaluating abnormalities of the heart. Equine cardiology
has subsequently become a special study in itself.

Another presentation was to have far-reaching effects. This one by Dr.
M. B. Teigland dealt with studies on equine infectious anemia as observed
in Florida. It was the first public report made on this disease in many years.
Most horsemen and veterinarians, including many at the meeting, assumed
that this troublesome equine malady of the past had disappeared. Such was
not the case. Just four years later (1961), 66 AAEP members representing
24 States, reported having seen what they believed to be cases of equine
infectious anemia during the previous twelve-month period.

In the meantime, Dr. V. Saurino at the University of Miami, working
with Dr. Teigland, had been perfecting a laboratory test that for the first
time appeared to offer a practical means of diagnosis. With no supporting
funds, his work was soon discontinued but not until the test had come to the
attention of others. At Texas A&M College, under grants received from the
American Quarter Horse Association and the Morris Animal Foundation,
this test was further perfected and put into use as a diagnostic tool in the
management of infectious anemia outbreaks.
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Other presentations on the 1957 program dealt directly with more
immediate clinical problems. Dr. D. L. Proctor spoke on surgical treatment
of tendinitis; Dr. William O. Reed on ether anesthesia; Dr. Arthur
Davidson on local anesthesia; Dr. Nolan D. Connors on the use of
piperazine and carbon-disulfide complex in foals and broodmares; Drs. J.
H. Drudge, D. L. Proctor and Thomas E. Dunkin on the use of the new
drug ‘‘Parvex’’ as an anthelmintic on Thoroughbred farms and at
Standardbred racetracks. The closing presentation was an Open Forum on
practice tips—a very practical and popular type of presentation that has
been featured on all subsequent programs.

This Third Annual Meeting was attended by 140 members and 10 guests.
President Horace Davis chaired the business meetings. Dr. Ed Churchill
organized and presented the 12 day professional program. Dr. Wayne O.
Kester was named President-elect and Dr. Jordan Woodcock, Program
Chairman for the coming year, Dr. Tom Dunkin, Secretary-Treasurer and
Dr. M. L. Scott was continued as Executive Secretary.

1958—THE FOURTH YEAR

The 1958 Annual Meeting on December 15-16 in Chicago, marked the
close of a successful year for AAEP and the beginning of another. President
Ed Churchill reported his attendance to be productive at the annual
meetings of the National Association of State Racing Commissioners, The
Jockey Club Roundtable and the Thoroughbred Racing Association. All
three Associations were now fully aware of AAEP, its position and
objectives.

New to most of them and their members was the idea of the industry
supporting equine research. Dr. Churchill emphasized and pushed this
objective throughout the year. There was no immediate reaction or
response. However, an awareness of the need for research and the willing-
ness and ability of AAEP to assist in programs was created.

A more direct approach was made through the Grayson Foundation of
Lexington, Kentucky. A committee, Drs. Horace Davis, Ed Churchill,
Wayne Kester, M. B. Teigland, William O. Reed and Jordan Woodcock
met with Grayson Foundation President Clarkson Beard to determine how
AAEP might assist with and further promote equine research through the
Foundation.

AAEP joined Grayson with financial support as an Association member
at that time and has continued the relationship. AAEP members were urged
to join also and many did. In addition, many privately promoted research
by explaining the necessity and advantages to their clients and urging them
to support the Grayson Foundation.

Needed was factual information as to what the real problems were, and
their importance, so that appropriate priorities could be established for
research projects. To get the answer, Grayson Foundation President
Clarkson Beard with AAEP committee assistance, circulated all AAEP
members with a well-designed questionnaire.

From this questionnaire, Grayson concluded that there were four major
problem areas for research: unsoundness, nutrition, disease and breeding
problems. It should be noted that of the 89 practitioners responding to the
questionnaire, more than 50% were engaged in racetrack practice.
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1958 President—Dr. Edwin A. Churchill (U.P. 1941). Charter Member, fourth President and
Editor of the Second Proceedings Book. Former professor of veterinary medicine, University
of Pennsylvania, a career equine practitioner, mostly with Standardbred, both race track and
breeding farms on the East Coast and a breeding farm owner in Maryland. He was winner of
the 1959 AVMA Practitioner Research Award.
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Consequently, that unsoundness ranked as the most important area is not
surprising. However, it was interesting to note that nutrition was ranked as
the second most important problem by this group at this time—interesting
because nutrition as a factor in equine disease had previously received little
consideration.

Mr. Beard at the following annual meeting reported in detail on his
analysis of the survey and outlined Grayson’s plans for research. However,
it was to be some years before any significant new interest or support in
equine research on the part of the horse industry was apparent.

The real milestone of the 1958 meeting was a blue ribbon panel of
representatives of major organizations in the equine industry. Each panelist
first presented how he believed AAEP and veterinary medicine could best
serve his particular entity of the industry. This was followed by a round
table discussion that laid the foundation for guidance in many areas.

Participating panelists were Mr. John Manfuso, Chairman of the Board
of the Horseman’s Benevolent and Protective Association, Dr. Horace
Davis, President of the Thoroughbred Club of America; Dr. Y. T. Oester,
President of the Association of Official Racing Chemists; Mr. James H.
Inglis, President of the National Association of State Racing Commission-
ers, Mr. John S. Kennedy of the Racing Stewards, Mr. Robert Frink of the
Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau, Dr. Joseph O’Dea of the U.S.
Equestrian Team and Mr. Clarkson Beard, President of Grayson
Foundation.

Another feature of the program was a panel discussion on equine
tracheobronchitis which brought forth new techniques and new instruments
for handling this condition. Another panel dealt with orthopedic surgery
and still another with the surgical treatment of tendinitis. Dr. James T.
O’Connor discussed Standardbred lameness; Dr. David Crisman discussed
laboratory tests and their interpretations; Dr. Fred Kingma, Food and Drug
Administration activities; Dr. J. D. Wheat, abdominal surgery; U.S. Air
Force Colonel Charles H. Snider, equine diseases in public health; Dr.
William McGee, management of problem mares and Dr. R. E. Rebrassier,
as AVMA president, discussed current problems and plans for the
profession.

A professional specialist in convention reporting, Mrs. Sadie V.
Thomas, was employed to record the proceedings of the meeting—a service
she continued for some time. Thus the publishing of the Proceedings Book
was greatly simplified. Previous meetings had been tape-recorded.

Plans were made to extend next year’s professional program to two and
one-half days and to shorten the business meeting, if possible.

A committee of Drs. Joe O’Dea, Wayne Kester and John Rosborough
as Chairman, was appointed to plan and mobilize AAEP resources in
support of the International 1959 Pan-American Games scheduled for
August in Chicago.

At the Closing Session, Dr. Jordan Woodcock was continued as
Program Chairman and named President-elect. Brigadier General Wayne
O. Kester was named President, Dr. M. B. Teigland, Secretary-Treasurer
and Dr. M. L. Scott continued as Executive Secretary.

One hundred and forty-seven members and thirteen guests had attended
the meeting.
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1959 President—Brigadier General Wayne O. Kester (KSU 1931). Fifth President, three years
Chairman of the Executive Board, Executive Director and Editor of the Newsletter 1962 to
date (1980). Career military veterinary officer, Chief Veterinarian U.S. Forces Pacific Theater
World War 11, Director D.O.D. Meat Inspection Service 1945-49, first Chief of the United
States Air Force Veterinary Services 1949-57, President of the American Veterinary Medical
Association 1956-57, American Horse Council Executive Committee 1969 to date, and winner
of the 1980 AVMA Award for contributions to organized veterinary medicine.
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1959—FIFTH YEAR

The year 1959 was one of well-planned expansion in public and profes-
sional relations for AAEP. When a Brigadier General, former Chief of U.S.
Air Force Veterinary Services and past-president of the American Veterin-
ary Medical Association was chosen to represent the Association before the
public, even the skeptics were convinced that AAEP and equine medicine
had matured on the national scene and was here to stay.

The Executive Board was aware of this unusual situation and planned to
make the most of it. By year’s end, Dr. Kester as AAEP President had
addressed 24 horse and veterinary organizations including the American
Quarter Horse Association, Arabian Associations, NASRC, The Jockey
Club Round Table, Thoroughbred Racing Association and HBPA as well
as several other breed and regional Associations and State Racing Com-
missions. He also visited seven veterinary colleges.

Many factual articles on AAEP, its problems, objectives and accomp-
lishments were written for publication in all horse and veterinary
magazines—a practice that has been continued. At that time there were
fewer dthan twenty horse magazines being published in the United States and
Canada.

The specific target for the year in addition to promoting and improving
equine medicine in general was a concerted attempt to arouse public interest
in equine research. Each organization in the equine industry was urged to
appoint a standing committee to evaluate problems that might be $olved by
research and to plan or join in a research program.

The establishment of a National Institute for Equine Research was also
urged and attempts were made to arouse the interest of veterinary pharma-
ceutical and biological producers in researching and producing instruments
and items for use in equine practice. Reaction was somewhat apathetic.
Individuals were curious about research but neither they nor their organiza-
tions were interested in supporting it.

The only exception was the American Quarter Horse Association which
did promptly establish a Research Committee, did formulate and then
adequately fund and direct a progressive research program. Five years later,
through the Equine Division of the Morris Animal Foundation, AQHA was
budgeting approximately $100,000 a year in support of equine research at
various veterinary colleges and institutions, the major area of interest being
nutrition although research on electrolyte balance, equine infectious
anemia and parasites has also been supported.

In the area of professional relations, a mid-year AAEP meeting was held
during the annual AVMA Convention in Kansas City. (A similar meeting
had been held on a trial basis the previous year.) It was an evening session
open to all veterinarians. Featured was a short AAEP status and progress
report by the president, followed by a professional program chaired by Dr.
O. R. Adams. More than 130 veterinarians attended. This mid-year annual
evening meeting procedure was continued until 1965 at which time the
AVMA set aside a full afternoon for an AAEP program open to all AVMA
members, Dr. Adams again being Program Chairman.

Another accomplishment of considerable import was AAEP
participation in the International Pan-American Games held at Oak Brook
Polo Grounds and Soldiers Field in Chicago, September 2-3-4. Adequate
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veterinary support for Pan-American as well as Olympic Games equestrian
events had always been a critical problem. Most international teams did not
carry a veterinarian with them and veterinary services and facilities are
seldom if ever conveniently available in the area or country where such
Games are held. In addition, this type of equine competition requires
special understanding, also treatment and management different from other
types met in practice.

With the United States as host country, AAEP volunteered to provide
service for all foreign teams and laid out a program that was to serve as a
target and pattern for all future Games.

Dr. John Rosborough of Chicago as Chairman, called for a volunteer
committee and then organized and mobilized adequate resources to support
all events and aspects of the Games. Dr. Joe O’Dea, then U.S. Equestrian
Team Official Veterinarian, served as advisor and Dr. Wayne Kester as
Coordinator of Veterinary Activities for the Games.

On September 1st, fifteen additional veterinarians reported in and
served the following three days. These volunteers were Drs. Neal Lusk, M.
A. Sowa, R. C. Huff, C. E. Cornelius, R. A. Burnham, William Santoro,
Howard Cleveland, D. M. Davis, W. G. Bauman, E. M. Umans, E. J.
Kennedy, Fred Schell, J. B. Chassels, Billy Linfoot and Buddy Combs.

The only compensation for this all-out and successful effort was the
appreciation and good will for veterinary medicine generated among inter-
national horsemen and especially among officers of the American Horse
Shows Association, many of whom were actively involved in the Games.

The most significant milepost in veterinary medicine and American
horse racing was passed at the Fifth Annual Meeting (1959). This was a
half-day, in fact, a long afternoon panel discussion of Racing’s so-called
““‘48-Hour Stimulation Rule.”” An historic event, because it was the first
time in history that regulatory officials responsible for writing and
enforcing rules governing racing had ever sat down, listened and entered
into searching discussions with those who must comply with the rules.

It was quickly apparent that all were opposed to the use of narcotics or
other drugs that might unfairly affect a horse’s performance in a race.
Further, all were in accord with NASRC rules pertaining thereto as well as
their procedure for enforcement.

However, on the matter of professional ethical medication there were
two entirely different concepts. Those in regulation, i.e. the racing com-
missioners and chemists believed in the philosophy that any horse that
required or received medication of any kind should not be allowed to race.
Further, they advocated a rule (which most States had on the book in some
form at that time) that no medication of any kind (with minor exceptions)
would be allowed within the 48 hours prior to racing. This they believed was
necessary in the interest of protection of the betting public.

In theory, both the philosophy and rule appeared to be sound and
reasonable. However, information presented by those representing track
management, horse owners and trainers and practicing veterinarians made
it quite evident that the philosophy was totally unrealistic and impossible to
live with in horse racing as well as all athletic sports and that the ‘‘48-hour
rule’’ was extremely unfair to owners and trainers and that it prohibited the
full employment of sound veterinary medical practices in the best interests



of the horse. Further, it was impossible to enforce such a rule. In fact, it was
the opinion of many of those present that little if any attempt was being
made in several States to enforce the so-called ‘‘48-hour rule.”’

Participating in this historic discussion representing regulatory views
was National Association of State Racing Commissioners President James
H. Inglis; Chairman of NASRC’s Illegal Practices Committee, Mr.
Thaddeus Bruno and Official Racing Chemists’ Past-President Dr. Y. T.
Oester. Representing Management was Marshall Cassidy of the New York
Racing Association and Jockey Club and representing owners and trainers
was HBPA Chairman of the Board, John Manfuso, Drs. W. O. Reed and
M. B. Teigland represented veterinary practitioners and Dr. Jordan
Woodcock moderated the Panel. During the session, several practitioners
representing all parts of the country expressed opinions and gave factual
enlightening dissertations from the floor.

It was obvious to panelists, journalists and all others present that here
was an audience—a group of veterinarians that had a thorough under-
standing of the entire question and probably had some sound answers. The
details of this memorable afternoon’s work are recorded in the 1959 AAEP
Proceedings Book and need not be restated here.

At the conclusion of the session, a suggested model rule dealing with
medication was presented by Dr. Woodcock for consideration. The rule had
been drafted by the AAEP Executive Board and one year later, with only
minor changes, was unanimously adopted by the AAEP membership as its
position on the medication issue.

This position and statement was largely ignored except for a few mem-
bers of the Press. Mr. Joe Estes of The ‘“‘BLOOD-HORSE”’ and Editor
Tom Shehan of ““Horseman’s Journal’’ in particular continued to hammer
away, pointing out inequities of existing rules and the advantage of those
suggested by AAEP.

Four years later (1963) at the request of the NASRC president, AAEP
again restated and republicized its recommended rule. This time it carried
not only the unanimous support of AAEP members but also the support of
AVMA president, Dr. Jack Knowles, who in addressing the AAEP mem-
bership meeting commended it for its actions and goals and assured the
complete understanding and full support of the AVMA in AAEP efforts to
resolve the medication question.

AAEP had spent five years of careful study before arriving at a unified
position and publicly stating a recommended policy on medication
practices. It was another three years before NASRC officials began to
acknowledge that there was merit in the policy which was worthy of
consideration.

The policy and rules recommended by AAEP have withstood the test of
time. There have been no revisions except in wording to broaden the scope
and made it applicable to horse show and other equestrian sports, in addi-
tion to racing. Policy and position has not changed since it was first stated.

While NASRC has not yet altered its position on the 48-hour rule or
sanctioned the AAEP-recommended rule on medication, several individual
States have. Colorado was the lead-off State with State Racing Commission
Official Veterinarian Dr. Gene Bierhaus exploring and explaining the way.
His brilliant demonstration of the policy in action convinced even the die-
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hards that it offered a solution to their problems and that changes
accordingly were eventually inevitable.

The following extract from the March, 1964, AAEP Newsletter restates
the policy:

RECOMMENDED RULES GOVERNING MEDICATION

The following statement of policy with respect to recommended
rules for governing medication and professional treatment of horses
in connection with racing and other equestrian sports was unani-
mously adopted and published by AAEP in its Ninth Annual Meet-
ing business session. Recommended rules:

(1) Prohibition of the use of a stimulant, depressant, or local
anesthetic in a manner that might affect the racing performance of a
horse. (Stimulants and depressants are defined as medication which
stimulate or depress the circulatory, respiratory or central nervous
systems.) Prohibition of the use of amy drug, regardless of how
harmless or innocuous it might be, which by its very nature might
;‘mask” or ‘“‘screen’’ the presence of the aforementioned prohibited

rugs.

(2) Full use of modern therapeutic measures for the improvement
and protection of the health of a horse, with the understanding that
no such medication will be used on the day of the race except by
express permission of proper officials. (The day of the race to be de-
termined by proper authorities on a local option basis.)

(3) Maintenance of personal veterinary records which accurately
record all medications—such records to be made available to proper
racing officials on request in case of questions regarding an entry.

(4) Reporting to proper officials the administration of contro-
versial medications in accordance with local option for the purpose
of evolving and evaluating definitive information.”’

In other action during the 1959 meeting, the first of several specialized
standing committees was appointed—the Orthopedic Committee consisting
of Drs. John Wheat, Jordan Woodcock, William O. Reed, Joe O’Dea and
Jacques Jenny, Chairman. This committee met with track officials and
insurance company representatives with the hope that plans could be
worked out whereby horses with leg fractures at racetracks could be
transferred to an orthopedic research center rather than being promptly
destroyed as was the custom.

Such a plan would have provided the necessary material and opportuni-
ty for the veterinary profession to readily develop and employ modern
techniques and thus become highly proficient in equine orthopedics—an
opportunity which was and still is somewhat lacking. It would also have
saved the lives of many horses although probably very few would have
returned to racing form.

Logical and desirable as the plan appeared to be, it sparked no interest
among insurance companies or owners. If a horse was so unfortunate as to
break a leg, its owner usually wanted it ‘‘destroyed for humane reasons’’ so
that he could collect his insurance money. Insurance interests appeared to
be quite content with this business arrangement—unless an exceptionally
valuable animal was involved in which case it was regarded entirely humane
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to treat and save the animal.

In spite of the committee’s best efforts, the veterinarian is still
confronted with the dilemma of being pressured to destroy a fracture case
for humane reasons under one set of circumstances and to do everything
possible to save a similar case under another set of circumstances. This
dilemma will persist as long as insurance policies continue to be written
under present terms whereby indemnity is paid only on death of the horse.

On the positive side, this committee did chalk up several successes.
Orthopedic techniques have been studied and greatly improved. Facilities
and methods for handling fracture cases at many racetracks have been
vastly improved so that casualties do receive more humane and prompt
professional treatment.

One important accomplishment is that the public in general and the
horse-owning public in particular, now appear to understand that the dollar
value generally determines whether a horse will or will not be destroyed. It
has been amply demonstrated by many veterinarians including members of
this committee, that leg fractures generally may be managed as successfully
in the horse as in other animals. It is now generally realized that
professional incompetence does not exist and cannot be used as a legitimate
excuse for destroying animals without benefit of an attempt at professional
treatment.

A panel discussion on the problem by two insurance companies’ repre-
sentatives and members of the Orthopedic Committee appears in the 1959
AAEP Proceedings Book. The plan advanced by the Committee is stated
and discussed in detail.

Several other brewing problems were brought into focus and put under
surveillance. It was noted that procedures for the collection of urine and
saliva samples varied widely from State to State. Standardization was
needed and urged.

It was noted also that some States did not require pre-race examinations.
AAEP took the stand that pre-race examination should be required and that
requirements should be standardized.

It was noted that some States did not allow horses with digital neurec-
tomies to race, while others did. It was generally agreed that this was a
justifiable and safe practice. It was also agreed that there probably would
never be agreement on the rule among the States and that horsemen must
continue to live with this paradox.

The professional portion of the meeting occupied a full two and one-
half days as planned, featuring several panel sessions. Thirty-five scheduled
speakers took part in the program including AVMA president, Dr. S. F.
Scheidy, who among other pertinent facts, pointed out that AAEP was but
one of thirty-nine specialty organizations affiliated with the AVMA but
with its present membership of 229 at the end of its fifth year it probably
would be the fastest growing. A membership of 902 just five years later
proved his prophesy to be correct.

It was in 1959 also that the ‘‘AAEP Newsletter’’ was born. Until 1962 it
was periodically issued in the form of mimeographed sheets to all members.
Its sole function was to disseminate organizational news and administrative
information.



1960 President—Dr. Jordan Woodcock (U.P. 1939). Founder and Charter Member, twice
Program Chairman and sixth President of AAEP. Career equine practitioner. State
Veterinarian New York State Racing Commission seventeen years, race track and farm
practitioner, organizer and first administrator of the American Horse Shows Medication
Control program.
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In 1962 it first appeared in magazine form published three times annual-
ly by the Executive Secretary. It has continued as the administrative
information organ of the Association. Appropriate professional papers,
editorials and abstracts were included. The Newsletter has been and is
mailed free, three times annually to all AAEP members and other interested
parties requesting its receipt. Advertising has never been incorporated in the
magazine.

At the closing session of the 1959 meeting, Drs. John G. Hardenburgh,
Willard Guard and Marion Scott were voted to honorary life membership in
AAEP, in honor and recognition of their efforts on behalf of the
organization.

Dr. Jordan Woodcock was named President; Dr. M. B. Teigland,
President-elect and Dr. Frank Milne as Secretary-Treasurer. Dr. M. L.
Scott was continued as Executive Secretary and retiring President Wayne O.
Kester was elected Chairman of the Executive Board. Two hundred and two
members and 25 guests had attended this, the Fifth Annual Meeting.

1960—PHOENIX CONVENTION

1960 was not one of the easier years for AAEP. Many things were
happening that only further emphasized the magnitude of the vacuum long
allowed to exist between the veterinary profession and the entire equine
industry. Allin the Association realized that they were not simply represent-
ing their own limited interests. Whether they liked it or not, AAEP was
representing the entire veterinary profession before a major segment of the
American public. Horse racing and equestrian sports outdrew all other
sports by far. Millions took part or attended and most of them visualized
veterinarians and veterinary medicine in the image created for them at the
racetracks or in other equestrian sports.

AAEP was saddled with a public relations and education problem
entirely out of proportion with its size, responsibilities and objectives. No
other specialty group was ever confronted with a comparable situation.
Actually the problem and responsibility was that of the entire profession—
but AAEP had the bull by the tail without realizing it and managed to hang
on. What had started out to be a minor organization for the improvement
of professional proficiency was ending up on the national and international
scene as a major force in shaping the image and guidelines for veterinary
practice in the future.

All of which took time, talent and money. So, with the treasury well-
drained, officers and committee members overworked and problems and
questions piling up from all quarters, the 1960 meeting scheduled for
Phoenix, Arizona, December 12-14, gave promise of being an interesting
one.

It was obvious that the organization was rapidly growing beyond its
budget and that additional funds must be obtained through a raise in dues
or by other means. It was obvious to the Executive Board that a bigger,
better and more costly Proceedings Book should be published and that an
editor should be employed and compensated for producing the book. To
continue to improve the quality and scope of the professional program,
more money would be required to obtain speakers.

In another area, AAEP officers obviously would have to regularly
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attend various national meetings in order to maintain the newly acquired
position of stature in the community of organizations which make up the
racing industry. Some of their travel would extend into Mexico, Canada
and England.

In addition, it was amply apparent that a well-equipped and properly
financed headquarters office for AAEP must soon be established. Dr.
Scott, a busy practitioner, had been holding the administrative office
together at great cost to him in time and effort, with only a token payment
from AAEP for his services. After careful deliberation the Executive Board
recommended that dues be raised form $15.00 to $20.00 per year.

President Woodcock presented the situation and recommendations to
the membership meeting the following morning. The reaction was prompt
and positive. Members conveyed a let’s-pay-our-own-way-and-get-the-
show-on-the-road attitude. The vote was unanimous to raise dues to $25.00
rather than the suggested $20.00.

Provision for another Constitutional change was made at this meeting
whereby distinguished veterinarians from foreign countries might become
regular AAEP members. Dr. Max Cosgrove, a program participant from
Ireland, was the first man to join followed by Dr. Edouard Pouret of
France, both of whom subsequently attended many meetings. Five years
later there were 24 foreign (Associate) members representing England,
Ireland, France, Mexico, Australia, New Zealand, Thailand, The British
West Indies, Venezuela, Colombia, Sweden, Denmark and Lebanon.

It was at this meeting also that AAEP unanimously adopted and first
publicly announced its policy and recommended rule on medication—a
position and recommendation not popular with some racing commissions,
especially the Chairman of the New York State Commission who happened
to be Dr. Woodcock’s boss at that time. Dr. Woodcock had for seventeen
years served as Official Veterinarian for the New York State Racing Com-
mission. Known as competent, efficient and effective in his official
capacity, he was undoubtedly the most highly respected and best known
veterinarian in the country, among members of the National Association of
State Racing Commissioners, including his own Commission.

As AAEP president, it fell to Jordan Woodcock’s lot to explain and
defend this new statement of policy and position which he did masterfully at
the next NASRC meeting in Mexico City and at other meetings. Obviously,
AAEP position and opinion as stated by Dr. Woodcock was not in agree-
ment with the practice of the New York State Racing Commission, thus the
possibility of an embarrassing situation.

A lesser man might have held his tongue. However, Dr. Woodcock
chose to stick with his convictions and stand to be counted with AAEP—an
action for which he was to promptly lose his job with the New York Com-
mission in spite of the fact that he had seventeen years Civil Service tenure
in the position—such were the stakes and chances in the game that AAEP
officers were playing.

Quite obviously the Commissions, at least the New York Commission,
were not yet ready to consider AAEP’s offer of assistance in the medication
problem. However, as previously indicated, the AAEP-recommended rule
was to receive popular support in the near future and although Dr.
Woodcock may have lost a personal battle, he was a major factor in the
successful progressive action of AAEP.
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Dr. Woodcock had met several times during his year as president with
the newly formed ‘‘National Thoroughbred Research Committee’’ headed
by Mr. Neil Curry of the California Commission. His presentations had
been telling because his committee, composed of key men from various
areas of racing interest, eventually voted 10 to 2 for abolishing the ‘‘48-hour
rule’’ and further to support the AAEP recommendations pertaining to a
rule on medication. However, the thinking and recommendations of this
“‘blue-ribbon’’ committee which had been appointed by NASRC president,
Commissioner Poxon of Colorado, was largely ignored until later when Mr.
Curry himself was selected to become president.

During the year, President Woodcock appointed a ‘“Horse Shows
Committee’’ consisting of himself, Dr. Joe O’Dea, Dr. Dick Gilyard and
Dr. Bob Cornell to work with American Horse Shows Association officials
in an effort to clarify the position of official horse show veterinarians and
improve veterinary service at horse shows—a long-standing thorny problem
for veterinarians and show management as well.

AHSA officers were fully aware of the problem and were seeking an
answer. Consequently, action was prompt, effective and continuing over
the years. The AHSA Rule Book was changed to spell out specifically the
duties and status of a horse show official veterinarian. He was moved from
his previous classification as a show employee (usually uncompensated) to
that of a professional consultant to the judge, along with responsibility for
other well defined duties. A remuneration of $100.00 a day was suggested.

In addition, AHSA recommended to its Member Shows that only AAEP
members be employed as official veterinarians. Simultaneously, AAEP
disseminated literature and information in an attempt to better orient its
members on the duties and functions of official veterinarians. AHSA sub-
sequently assisted in this effort by making additional literature and Official
Rule Books available free or at reduced cost to AAEP members.

To ensure continuity and continued liaison, AHSA appointed a Veter-
inary Service Committee to provide continued guidance for that Associa-
tion on veterinary affairs. Named to that committee were the same men who
were members of the AAEP Horse Shows Committee. This practice of both
organizations appointing the same men to their committees has continued.

This committee was subsequently enlarged to ten members so that a]l
parts of the country might be better represented. Dr. Woodcock continued
as Chairman and the work and scope increased. One added duty was the
supervision and management of saliva and urine samples taken at various
shows designated by AHSA.

In racing, yet another problem was developing. Due to the fact that
some ‘‘over age’’ horses were appearing at a few tracks, a committee of
Drs. Joe Miller as Chairman, E. R. Walker, Bruce Farquharson, Harry
Johnson and Dan Anderson was appointed to study a standard formula for
determining age. The practical problem confronting the State Racing
Commission veterinarians was that of being able to determine whether a
horse was a two-year-old, three-year-old or four-year-old. It was suspected
that a few horses were fraudulently registered as to age and were being
entered in races for two-year-olds when they were actually more than two
years old.

Suspecting was one thing but proving was another. The official veter-
inarian on the spot needed an approved tooth chart as a standard for
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1961 President—Dr. Melbourne B. Teigland (ISU 1945). Seventh President and one time
Secretary-Treasurer, a career equine practitioner, both race track and breeding farms in
Florida. An articulate spokesman he ably represented AAEP before NASRC and other

industry interests on many occasions.
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determining age—a simple-sounding task but difficult to accomplish.
Although a long-established and acceptable chart was finally provided as a
model, no racing association would place its official stamp of approval on
it. Finally, five years later, AAEP published the chart as its own official
recommended guide.

Although the official chart was slow in coming, the very act of
appointing a committee to study the problem seemed to have solved it. At
least, reports of suspected ‘‘over age’’ horses promptly ceased.

Many other new problems were presented for study and many of the old
ones were re-evaluated. One major decision was that the Executive Board
should thresh out and handle all administrative and business matters
possible and report its action to the membership at large rather than asking
the membership to enter into the business transactions as had been the
custom. This placed an added burden on the Board, requiring a full day
Board meeting prior to the three day membership meeting which was
followed by a closing Board meeting. This allowed the membership business
meeting to be shortened and the professional program to be still further
extended.

It also allowed special and standing committee members to report and
make presentations to the Board. This resulted in all matters receiving
longer and more thorough consideration by a smaller but much better
informed group of individuals.

For the ensuing year, Dr. M. B. Teigland was named President and Dr.
William O. Reed, President-elect. Dr. Frank Milne was reappointed Editor
for the Proceedings Book. Dr. Marion Scott was continued as Executive
Secretary and Dr. Wayne O. Kester as Chairman of the Executive Board.
Two hundred and fifty-six members and 30 guests had attended this, the
Sixth Annual Meeting, exceeding by more than fifty the number attending
the previous meeting in Chicago where all other members had been held.

Obviously, AAEP meetings drew national attention and members would
attend whether or not a centrally located city was chosen. Consequently,
Fort Worth was selected as the next convention city where an even larger
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